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X" . By Bernard D. Kaplan 

• ; >'« Examiner Correspondent.'^; ' 
P.-\RIS: ~1/The incoming,' Reagan ^ 
administration has assigned a 'formers 


in^Hrffis to, western ;Europe^mteUtw 
. gence'organizations. jsA:§0%$j£ 

■ ' .Gemt: Vernon Walters; whtffseirve^ 
as ate<No5 man at : the CL^ during 

■ Nfio^ldihiiiistradoit' reportedly haae* 
; heldiicbnfldentiar meetings with- BrF 

tishr West German arid F rench int elii^ 

■ gencerofflciais ; during . the,- past few ■ 
weeks*' ,->! '-y- 

His- menage has been that, .Reagan', 
regards'- the rebuilding- of- intelligence j 
links as a major priority hnd thatithe-: 
rundown CIA will be given the funds 
and people to do the job. * 

Walters isn-eportedly in line- for an 
ambassadorship in Europe, possibly. ‘in- 
France. Ln that role, infbnnants believe, 
an important part of his mission would 
be to oversee, the restructuring, of the* 
broadfand active- allied intelligence 
- netwdrRVin ; Europe; AfricaiTShd' 'thefi 
Middle East that flourished in the’lOoOs. 

■■ • , /• 

' > 'Inly tKe;pl97(>i, it tecarhd badiy! 
damagediriargely as aijesult -jot; the 
Europeans’ 3oss of confidence;, in --the., 
CIA. This* ih turn, came abotif.because 
of l [her domestic assault on the'inteUi- " 
genee^-body^ih thei. United States, 


Western European intelligence or- j 
ganimtions shied away from their i 
previously close collaboration with the 
CIA in fear that their operations would , 
be exposed through: congressional apd 
journalistic probing of.. U.S.- espionage 
and counter-espionage activities. 

The- series of published "revela- 
tions’’ by former.: CIA -? agents .-also 
served, to erode foreign confidence in 
then. agency, . as. indeed was; : their 
intention. 

Informants." say. - that; the result,' in 
professional terraslwas. close to catas- ‘ 
trophic,’.; Allied intelligence , methods^, 
had,- .been built onsthe principle off 
regular .aind .full exchanges, of key,( 
information^ ; ..X< c XS--.X2-.xi'i^:'X 

, Eyen when, as in:. the. case of .the;', 
U.S.'dand-. France,'- two- governments, 
foundidhernseives- frequently at politi-- 
cal loggerheads,':: their ' intelligence 
branches had' maintained the closest 
'liai§«£Ihe; breakdown .of this princi,-', 
pie. after ' about 1973 because oi me j 
CIA’s, problems led to serious dif ficul- 
. ties in many areas, \ 

' ; One example cited was the virtual!; 
disintegration of allied intelligence - 
operations in black Africa;, which had 1 
been: predicated on a strong practical 
partnership between French and US. 
agents*-;. • ' 

Some sources regard this failure as 
a major contributing cause to the- ease 
‘ with .which the Soviet-Cuban forces \ 
) penetrated so many; African countries ! 
i-’from- 1975- onwards*^* -~ i? --- 

- Sources said- that there, was also ai^i 
" grayeloss'of ihtelilgence*‘: , potentiaL’.; in ' 
thefyital Persian Gulf region. This- was 
brought about, by the sapping of the. 
•'dW 'tet^n3h& ; CIA - and . British 
intelligence, stili' a|-'fbrce Several .- 
-; countries^pf the (region,-. is '.-well . asi 
‘ wanness exhibited^ toward ,the;idrmef 
■ by Israeli ihteiiigehc^})ffrciaisj!t ("? ^ 


western European governments that 
Reagan and • jus advisers ' view- the 
restoration of the CLA’s role, and 
capabilities-ns, part-and-parcel (of., the 
revival of iUS.| military pow'er.Fand 
7 political prestiges;!? ' ft\ . , 
• y-The appointment of WHHam'CMey;! 

one of Reagan’s most intimate advisers’ 
as.the^new CIA chief has-been cited as 
prima facie evidence o? this. • V . 

; >Vhat may be most significant about " 
the Walters mission is that it reflects 
recognition, of the Europeans’ belief- in(j 
the importance of high-quaiity intelli- j 
gence as.alweapon in the East-West * 
struggle. X ■■ ■ ■ ty- 

The. western Europeans also have” 
-/ been aware? of the steady growth of 
..'(Soviet intelligence operations in west- 
.ern Europe-, while their: operations 
: -^ere proving less and lesseffective. 

Walters has now promised the, 
Europeans that the Reagan administra-i 
^tion plans- to- change this . ..-I J- 
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